
 
November 2020 

 
Dear Somers Community Members, 
 
It is no small feat that we were able to start the school year on time and be open for 96% of the school 
days for the first quarter of the year. The collective effort of our faculty, staff, students, and our entire 
community to keep our children engaged in learning has been outstanding. 
 
As temperatures drop and it seems likely that this winter will be challenging in terms of COVID-19 
infection rates, I would like to share with the Somers community our plan for moving forward here in the 
Somers schools. 
 
Community Spread 
If Somers is identified as a “yellow zone” by the New York State Department of Health, we are mandated 
to close our four school buildings. In order to reopen quickly, we would need to test at least 20% of the 
students and staff for COVID-19 every two weeks. The Westchester Department of Health is working 
with school districts to help organize testing, however, if the demand becomes too great it is likely that 
most districts in our area will not be able process the volume of necessary tests. In SCSD that would 
mean approximately 750 tests every two weeks.  
 
If we are mandated to close and the testing route is unattainable, the entire district will move to remote 
learning until infection rates reach the benchmarks set by the NYS Department of Health.  
  
Staffing Challenges 
Another challenge that may cause us to shift to remote learning is a potential shortage of faculty and staff 
due to state-mandated quarantining restrictions. If we cannot staff one or more of our buildings 
adequately due to the number of faculty and staff in quarantine or out sick with common winter illnesses, 
we will prioritize keeping the elementary schools open. That means moving available personnel to cover 
classrooms at Primrose Elementary and Somers Intermediate School and shifting the middle school and 
high school to 100% remote learning. 
 
We are encouraged by the fact that the Westchester Department of Health has no documented cases of 
COVID-19 transmission within our schools or other schools in our area. Please know that we plan to keep 
our students in their classrooms as much and for as long as possible, and we will balance that intent with 
the safety of our community. You can continue to support the children of Somers by following the 
guidelines set forth by health experts. 
 
Thank you for your partnership during these challenging times. I wish all Somers families a safe and 
happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
 
 
Dr. Raymond H. Blanch  
Superintendent of Schools  
 

Like us on Facebook at Somers Central School District 


